4 Circles Gospel Summary, modified with the theme of thirst and satisfaction.

Doug Schaupp

CIRCLE 2:

Let’s start with the thirsts around the globe.  We see a lot of jagged, messed up things about the world.  We have war, oppression, famine, rampant pollution, child abuse, homelessness, helplessness, addiction, despair.  We are dissatisfied.  We thirst for better.

Ask him/her: “What bothers you most about our messed up world?”
Share from the heart: “I’m dissatisfied with ________________.  I long for better.”
We are dissatisfied with what we see externally and we are also dissatisfied with what we see internally.  We crave fullness and life, but we fill that internal hunger with solutions that do not satisfy.
OPTIONAL: My inner thirsts get multiplied when we go macro with it.  Take my thirst for success, for example.  Now multiply that by 1,000.  We create these success-driven corporations who will do anything to get ahead and win.  They trash the environment, and use up their employees.

Summarize: We live in a broken world.  Broken relationships between people, a warped relationship between us and God’s creation, and we have a strained relationship between us and our Creator.

“But God did not want it this way.  This is not the picture he had in mind.  He had something much better for us.”

CIRCLE 1:

God had a much better plan.  We were made for amazing intimacy and trust and right relationship with each other, not using each other.  We were made for perfect relationship with creation, not abusing it.  We were made for intimacy with God, not distance.  In this peace, our thirsts were satisfied.  We experienced joy, peace, harmony, and great happiness.

But we thought we had a better idea.  We told ourselves, “we can do better.”  We can satisfy our thirsts better than God can.  So we shoved God out of the center.

Point back to the Second Circle:

Instead of God at the center, we put ourselves at the center.  Our own selfish interests.  Instead of letting God satisfy my intense inner thirsts, I tried to make other people fill them.  We think the perfect boyfriend or girlfriend will make me whole, which leads to epic divorce rates, because it is not about the perfect girlfriend but about the insatiable thirst inside of me… one that no one person can quench.

CIRCLE 3:

The good news is that God didn’t give up on our thirsty and hungry world.  My selfishness does not have the final say.  God got involved.

God inserted himself into our thirsty world in the person of Jesus.

Jesus experienced our thirst.  He knows what I am going through.

He promises my living water, which will again quench my vast internal needs.

But first he has to deal with the core of my selfishness: my heart.  Change comes from the inside out.  If I shove the King out of the center, I am guilty of treason.  But instead of putting a traitor like me in front of the firing squad, Jesus stepped in front of the bullets, making it possible for me to be transformed.

Hanging on the cross, Jesus says, “(your name), let me give you a new love inside.  Let me turn your life around.”  He invites me to end my reign of selfishness, and commit to an internal and external transformation.  So I swallow my pride, admit I need help, and I trust God with my thirsts.  Fill me and forgive me.  Give me love for your people and purposes here and around the globe.

Once I allow Jesus to satisfy my deep inner yearnings, I have hope to offer a thirsty world.  I am ready to join his movement here and around the globe.

CIRCLE 4:

To this thirsty world, Jesus sends us with his hope and Living Water to pour into the lives of other thirsty people all over the globe.  Because we have our deepest thirst quenched in Jesus, we have hope to offer places of need and brokenness.  Jesus invites us into lives of incredible meaning and purpose, where our service leads to transformation of others.

Jesus loves these people enough to die for them.  He gives me that same sacrificial love, and sends us to them.  He fills me with his joy, purpose, peace and hope.  He calls me into right relationship with people and helps make that possible.  And he gives me strength to face the darkest part of the global struggles with hope and purpose.

Isn’t that cool that God involves me in his global movement?

Invite Them:

How about you?  What would it take for you to let God’s love transform you from the inside out, and join his global movement of love?
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